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EOS Member Federations 2016  

Austria   

Belgium 

Denmark 

Finland 

France,  

Germany 

Italy  

Latvia  

Norway 

Romania 

Sweden 

Switzerland 

United Kingdom 

EOS represents some 35.000 companies from 15 EU countries,  
producing about 77% of the total European sawn wood output and 
creating 259.000 jobs in Europe. Turnover of around 37 billion EUR.  



 

 

EOS Board Members 
Sampsa Auvinen - Norvik Timber (LV) President 

Christoph Kulterer - Haaslacher Holding GmbH (AT)  

Vice-President for Softwood 

Joël Lefebvre - Groupe Lefebvre (FR), Vice-President  

for Hardwood 

Constantin  Arion - Forestfalt S.A. (RO) 

Carsten Doehring - Ilim Timber Germany (DE) 

Måns Johansson - Vida Wood AB (SE) 

Kai Merivuori - Suomen Sahat ry (FI) 

Hans Michael Offner - Johann Offner Holzindustrie GmbH (honorary member, AT) 

Ernest Schilliger - Schilliger Holz (CH) 

Jean-Claude Sève - Monnet-Sève SA (FR) 

EOS Advisory Committees 
 

• Advisory Committee on Hardwood  

• Advisory Committee on Softwood 

Sampsa Auvinen    

      EOS President 



 

 

The new EOS Brussels Office 

 
Silvia Melegari 
Secretary General 
 
silvia.melegari@eos-oes.eu 
 
Since:1.09.2015  

Diego Benedetti 
Economic and Policy Adviser 
 
diego.benedetti@eos-oes.eu 
 
Since: 1.02.2016 

Data collection, Market 
analisis; EOS WGs hardwood 
and softwood. 

Wood availability, REs, wood 
mobilisation, Trade 
agreements, Internal market, 
Advocacy and promotion 
actions. 



 

 

EOS Mission 

 • Represent and defend the common interests of its members 
towards the European Institutions, the international bodies and, if 
necessary - in co-operation with the members - before national 
authorities; 

• Produce position papers, submit positions; 

• Assure synergy among EOS members; 

• Monitor and provide information to the members; 

• Produce tailor made and accurate information and data to the 
members for the European and national advocacy work; 

• Produce analysis and reports on the economic, social and technical 
developments of the primary timber processing; 

• Develop all activities in favour of European produced timber 
products, in particular in the fields of promotion, research, 
standardisation and trade policy; 

• Organise events and conferences ( such as the Hardwood   

      and the Softwood conferencies). 



 

 

The general 

condition of 

forest product 

markets in the 

UNECE region 

continued to 

improve in 

North America 

and Europe in 

2014, which is 

substantiated 

by overall 

positive 

economic 

developments

, upward 

trends in 

housing and 

construction 

and 

increasing 

consumption 

of roundwood 

(raw 

materials) and 

wood 

products 

 



 

 

• The UNECE region is a 
major net exporter of 
logs, mainly to Asia.  

• The net export volume 
of softwood logs to 
destinations outside 
the UNECE region was 
28 million m3 in 2014, 
while the net export of 
hardwood logs was 
nearly 2 million m3 .  

Global overview of trade  

“current wood consumption in China amounts to approximately 500 
million m3, 50 % of which depends on the import of wood and wood  
materials. And by 2020, China’s wood consumption is estimated  
to reach 800 million m3.  
 



 

 

Sawn softwood production volumes in the EOS 
member countries 2014-2016 (000 m³)  

Source: EOS & ETTF market survey, 2015. 

The pie chart represents the relative share of 

EOS Members in 2015. 2016 data are 

forecasted 

Overall the consumption in EOS 

countries is decreasing (-0,7% in 2015 

compared to the previous year) 

 

Germany is the largest producer of 

softwood, albeit in 2015 has 

experienced a drop of 2% 

 

Sweden’s share has been growing for 

years and in 2015 it reached 22,5% of 

the market 

 

Finland is the third largest exporter, 

though in 2015  has seen its production 

decline by 4.6%, but in 2016 it should 

grow again 

 

France’s share has been declining for 

some years, but it remains the fourth 

largest producer, followed by Romania 



 

 

Sawn softwood consumption volumes in the 
EOS member countries 2014-2016 (000 m³)  

Source: EOS & ETTF market survey, 2015. 

The pie chart represents the relative share of 

EOS Members in 2015. 2016 data are 

forecasted. 

Overall the consumption in EOS 

countries is slightly decreasing (-0,4% 

in 2015 compared to the previous year). 

 

Germany is also the largest consumer 

of softwood, with a share of 29% 

 

The UK is the second largest consumer 

though its consumption dropped by 2% 

 

France ranks third but its consumption 

has been declining for years. 

 

The consumption in Sweden and 

Denmark has grown remarkably and 

growth should continue in 2016. 



 

 

Sawn softwood trade in the EOS member countries 
2013-2015 (000 m³)  

Source: EOS Annual Report 2014-2015 

The EOS countries are net exporters of softwood. In 2014 Sweden exported more than 12 

million m3 of softwood. The second largest exporter is Finland, followed by Germany. In 

these countries exports are growing. 

 

The largest importers are UK (which imports more than 5 million m3 and is also the largest 

net importer), Germany, and Italy.  

 

 



 

 

Sawn hardwood production volumes in the EOS 
member countries 2013-2015 (000 m³)  

Source: EOS Annual Report  2014- 2015. The pie 

chart represents the relative share of EOS 

members in 2014. 2015 data are forecasted 

Overall the production in the EOS 

countries is decreasing (-0,8% in 2014 

compared to the previous year). 

Hardwood production is around 7,5% 

of softwood production 

 

Romania is the largest producer of 

hardwood, albeit in 2014 has 

experienced a drop of 3,2% 

 

France is the second largest producer 

but in 2014 it lost market share and 

now accounts for 21,9% production of 

EOS countries  

 

Germany, which ranks third, is also 

declining 

 

Production has markedly grown in 

Sweden and Latvia 



 

 

Sawn hardwood consumption volumes in the 
EOS member countries 2013-2015 (000 m³)  

Source: EOS Annual Report  2014- 2015. The pie 

chart represents the relative share of EOS 

Members in 2014. 2015 data are forecastsed 

Overall the consumption in the EOS 

countries is growing (+6% in 2014 

compared to the previous year). 

Hardwood consumption is around 8,7% 

of softwood consumption  

 

France is the largest producer of 

hardwood, albeit in 2014 has 

experienced a drop of 7,5% 

 

Even Italy’s and Germany’s, 

respectively the second and fourth 

largest producers, registered drops in 

2014 

 

However, consumption is growing 

steadily in Romania (+7,2%) and UK 

(4,9%) 

 

 



 

 

Sawn hardwood trade in the EOS member countries 
2013-2015 (000 m³)  

Source: EOS Annual Report 2014-2015 

The EOS countries are net exporters of hardwood. In 2014 Romania exported more than 

850000 m3 of softwood. However, the exports of Romania dropped by more than 12%. The 

second largest exporter is Germany, followed by Latvia. In the latter two countries exports 

are strongly growing. 

 

Though its imports are decreasing by almost 5%, Italy remains the largest importer (and the 

largest net importer). UK is the second largest importer, followed by Germany. 

 

 



 

 

Industrial roundwood removals in 

2014 amounted to 378.6 million m3, 

of which 76% (288.9 million m3) was 

softwood.  

 

Softwood removals were up by 3.1% 

in 2014 compared with 2013 

 

Ten-largest log-producing countries:  

Norway (8.9%), Turkey (8.1%), 

France (5.6%), Poland (5.6%) and 

the Czech Republic (2.9%).  

Austria = the timber harvest has dropped in recent years: softwood removals 

there declined by 13.4% from 2011 to 2014, to their lowest level since 2002. 

Hardwood roundwood removals in Europe have increased steadily in the 

last five years, reaching their highest level in more than ten years in 

2014. 

Europe subregion: Industrial roundwood markets  



 

 

Industrial roundwood markets 

The timber harvest in  
the CIS has increased for  
five consecutive years,  
reaching 208 million m3  
in 2014.  
In Belarus, Russian  
Federation and Ukraine,  
timber removals  
reached  their highest  
level in at least ten years  
in 2014. 

 Domestic log consumption rose at a slow rate in the Russian 
Federation, where log exports increased by almost 10%. 

 Ukraine:On 1.1.16 the EU and Ukraine start applying DCFTA.  
        At the present, the logs export ban from Ukraine to EU territories  
         is still into force. 
 The export of saw-logs, veneer and pulpwood from Belarus  
         is prohibited starting from the 1 January 2016.  

 



 

 

China continued to dominate 

the global sawn hardwood 

trade in 2014. Its sawn 

hardwood imports increased 

by 32% in 2014, and its share 

of total global trade value 

increased from 33% to 39%. 

Chinese consumption was the 

major factor driving sawn 

hardwood supply shortages 

and price increases in 2014, 

especially in the first half of 

the year. There were signs of 

a slowdown in the growth of 

demand in China towards the 

end of 2014. These signs 

were also evident in the first 

quarter of 2015. 

Sawn Hardwood – global trade remarks 



 

 

10% 55% 80-90% 

~ 0% 

European market provides a big potential 
for wood based construction  
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Housing starts (2011) 

Sources: Euroconstruct, Consensus Forecasts, NAHB, Wood Markets International, Stora Enso 



 

 

The Japanese government has become increasingly active  
supporting use of domestic wood species across  
construction. The backing for Sugi (Japanese cedar), Hinoki  
(Japanese cypress) and Karamatsu (Japanese larch) has been primarily via 
subsidy and has helped revitalize the domestic wood industry. 
 
Japan is among the world's largest lumber markets, consuming about 
28million m3 of sawn lumber annually (Forestry Agency Japan, 2014). 
Japan’s wood-frame housing market is the primary lumber end-user and 
its needs are satisfied in part by the country's vast forests which cover 
66% of land surface. 
 
Trans-Pacific Partnership Agreement : Japan will eliminate import 
taxes on 100% of U.S. forest products exports immediately. 
 
28 September 2015: China is committed to increasing the  

use of wood in future construction, as set out in a directive signed by 

China’s Minister of Housing and Urban-Rural Development,  

Chen Zhenggao. 

 

the directive states that the use of wood is to be increased  

    as rooftop extensions, curtain walls, tourist facilities,  

    schools, hospitals and other official buildings. 



 

 

The overall objective of the European Wood in 

China is to increase the consumption on of wood in 

construction; 

Support the development  of construction National 

Codes and Standards; 

Influence political agreement on the advantages of 

using wood; 

Boosting wood in construction. 

European Wood Cooperation partners in China: 

• MOHURD   

• MPS (Ministry of Public Security)  

• Design Code Committee 

• Fire Code Committee  

• Acceptance Code Committee 

• Canada Wood 

Imports of softwood lumber to China up 

1.400 % => 2002-2014  

Consumption of softwood per capita 2014: 0.03 m3 

A further rise in per capita consumption to only0.04 m3 

(about 1/5 of the European level) would mean another 17 million  

in increased demand. 



 

 

    EOS, together with the WWIs partners voices the 
importance of wood in construction to the MEPs 

 

 

 

 

EOS : let’s use more wood in EU 

Club du bois: information and 
discussion forum with 
Members of the European 
Parliament (MEPs);  
 
20&21 October 2015 : on 
behalf of EOS two 
presentations were dedicated 
on the importance of building 
with wood.  
 
19&20 April 2016: next Club 
du Bois meeting. 



 

 

EOS leading partner in the International 
Softwood  and Hardwood Conference 
  

 

 

Beside examining both supply demand side 
issues, the IHC provides a unique occasion for 
networking and further opportunities to 
unpack some of the other 
challenges/opportunities facing the industry.  

 

SAVE THE DATE: Paris, 13-14 Oct. 2016 ISC 

The last International Softwood Conference 
(Amsterdam, November 2015) reflected a 
softwood sector becoming increasingly  
globalised, and contending simultaneously  
with market, structural and technical change.  
The view of the event was that softwood is  
largely through the recession, but remains in 
recovery mode and facing some ongoing 
challenges. 



 

 

  

European Organization of the Sawmill 
Industry (EOS) 
 
24 rue Montoyer, Box 20, B-1000 Brussels 
Tel: +32 2 556 25 85 
Fax: +32 2 287 08 75 
Website: www.eos-eos.eu 
 
 


